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 The more I read, the more I talk with lay people and 
clergy, and the more I preach, the more I wonder whether 
preaching does much good at all.  We are accustomed to a 
sermon each week, we expect that the preacher will urge us 
to think bigger and live better, but the value of preaching as 
a means of encouragement and enrichment is a hotly 
debated topic in church and seminary circles.  It seems that 
some people over-estimate the impact of preaching, not its 
inherent value, but its impact.  Likewise, other people 
wonder if we might be better off singing a couple of extra 
hymns and omitting the sermon altogether. 
 As in most debates, the truth is probably 
somewhere in between.  At times people listen and 
consider what the preacher has to say.  On other occasions 
they count the ceiling tiles and make shopping lists on the 
bulletin.  At times the preacher has something helpful and 
useful to say.  At other times the sermon has little to 
offer.  One thing we all agree on:  Sunday mornings come 
really often! 
 Beginning January 10 and running through the last 
Sunday of Lent (except for a couple of vacation Sundays), I 
would like to preach a series of sermons that I hope will be 
interesting and helpful.  No promises about great preaching 
or profound thoughts, but I would like for us to think 
together during these eleven weeks about "Things That 
Really Matter."  Each week we will look at a different topic, 
and I will let you know the upcoming topics so you will have 
some idea of what to expect for the coming week.  
 Here's hoping for good sermons.  If not, eleven 
weeks could be a long time. 
 
Tom E. King 

From the Rector 

Financial Update as of November 30, 2009 

 November 2009 Year-to-date 

Budget $ 24,475.41 $269,299.51 

Income 26,649.48 *245,758.99 

Expenses 21,458.25 264,684.41 

Over/(Under) $   5,191.23 $(18,925.42) 

*Does not include $4,285.47 in prepaid pledges. 

Discovery Classes Scheduled 
Discovery classes for youth and adults will begin soon.  More 
details to follow.  These classes will provide information to 
those who are considering confirmation in the Episcopal 
Church, and to those who would like a refresher course on 
the basics of Episcopal faith, liturgy, and polity.  Some who 
participate in these classes will choose to be confirmed 
when Bishop Gregg visits in the spring; others may decide 
that they do not wish to be confirmed.  Either way, we hope 
this time of discovery and inquiry will be helpful.  A letter 
and announcement will go out in the next week or so. 

Youth:  January 10 - February 14 
Adults:  February 7 - March 14 

Classes:  Sundays, 12:30-2:00 (including lunch) 



January Ministries Schedule 

 Jan 3 Jan 6 
Epiphany 

Jan 10 Jan 17 Jan 31 

Lector 9: Jan Morgan 
11: Russ Johnson 

7: Tommy Younts 
Kristi Allred 
Nancy Mack 

9: Belinda 
MacKinstry 
11:  Judy King 

9: Jane Bowser 
11: Chris Burr 

9: Sally Dodd 
11: Barry Wardle 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Marty Younts n/a Clarice Surratt Karl Bolstad Kathie Goodman 

Intercessor Tad Onorato n/a Kristi Allred Joe Wallace Kathy Johnson 

Acolytes Grayson Hodge 
Marshall Hodge 
Coleman Hayes 

Tyler Everhart 
Harrison Everhart 
Josey Parker 

Harry Philpott 
Annabell Wolfe 
David Wolfe 

Coty Burke 
Andrew Dilley 
Jeff Kaley 

Neusom Parker 
Josey Parker 
Annabell Wolfe 

Ushers Doug Hartzog 
Art Burkhart 

Patrick Miller 
Joe Wallace 

Bill Keesler 
Richard Thomas 

Jay Williams 
Henry Surratt 

Tom Black 
Larry Linder 

Greeters Barry & Patricia 
Wardle 

n/a Ed & Diane 
Huneycutt 

Ben & Deirdre 
Philpott 

Jane Grimes 
Judy King 

Nursery Cameron Miller Jennifer Pam Alley MC Welborn Vickie Johnson 

Social Hour Mary & Karl 
Bolstad 

n/a Sally Lang 
Lisa Timberlake 

David Sink 
Nancy Sink 

Marty & Tommy 
Younts 

Lunch 
Helpers 

Sandra Husted 
Shannon Jones 

n/a David & Belinda 
Thomas 

David Inabinett Hodge Family 

Flowers Lynn & Doug 
Meeks 

n/a Bill Keesler 
Barbara Presnell 

Gray and Mary 
Davis 

OPEN 

Altar Guild Page Onorato, Linda Cox, Frances Garner, Virginia Hartzog, Pam Harvey, Chris Hodges, Renee Kaley,  
Talmadge Silversides, Peggy Walser, Dale Burr 

Vestry Person of the Month:  Dan Smith 

*If you are unable to serve on the assigned Sunday, please secure a substitute and notify the church office by Wednesday noon prior to 
the Sunday you are assigned. 

Crisis Ministry Meal—January 4:  Curtis & Shawn Hodge, Debbie Davis, Julie Dayvault 

Food Pantry:  Kathy Johnson 

First Sunday Loose Offering:  January 3—Davidson Medical Ministries 

Recycling:   Dale & Chris Burr 

Jan 24 

9: Mary Matthews 
11: Clarice Surratt 

Tad Onorato 

Anne Newber 

Alex Franklin 
Coleman Hayes 
Harrison Everhart 

R. B. Smith 
John Burke 

Bett Hargrave 
Richard Thomas 

Beth Burke 

Deirdre & Ben 
Philpott 

Barbara Presnell 
Bill Keesler 

Dan and Sara 
Smith 

January 1 Belvie Gilleland 
January 1 Glenn Wyatt 
January 4 Mike Wagner 
January 9 Penny Taylor 
January 11 Shawn Hodge 
January 11 Cameron Miller 
January 12 Will Burke 

January 14 Pam Alley 
January 16 Jon Eric Thomas 
January 16 Rhonda Bralkowski 
January 18 Robert Leonard 
January 18 Wes Crump 
January 18 Ed Timberlake 
January 21 Miles Cleckley 

January 24 Fred Adkins 
January 25 Mary Cameron Welborn 
January 26 Bebe Briggs 
January 28 Suzanne Long  
January 29 Rachel Ingram 
January 30 Richard Wolfe 

january Birthdaysjanuary Birthdaysjanuary Birthdaysjanuary Birthdays    

Welcome New Member 
Harvey Freeman from Katy Baptist Church in Katy, Texas. Harvey will be confirmed by Bishop Gregg in April.  We are 
delighted to welcome Harvey as a baptized member of Grace Church, and look forward to participating with him in his 
confirmation. 



PRAYER LIST 
Adkins, Mark Parishioner 
Beeker, Boyd Parishioner 
Beeker, Jo Parishioner 
Blackwell, Madeline    Jane Blackwell’s daughter 
Bowser, Nancy Jane Bowser’s mother 
Briggs, Gerald Friend 
Brown, Baylee Parishioner 
Clodfelter, Joan Parishioner 
Cook, Luke                   Bob & Sandy’s grandson 
Dressler, Chris Parishioner 
Hampton, Vaunice Myra Spilman’s sister 
Hodges, Chris Parishioner 

Hodgin, Sue Parishioner 
Kepley-Lee, Becky Friend 
Leonard, Frances Friend 
Linder, Larry Parishioner 
Logan, James Nancy Mack’s father 
Long, David Jeff Kaley’s stepfather 
Long, Suzanne Jeff Kaley’s mother 
Lund, Cavelle Parishioner 
Mack, Lynn Parishioner 
Marsh, Polly Jane Grimes’ mother 
May, Carol           Parishioner 
McCarthy, Jennings Pam Daniel’s daughter 

Moser, Rebecca Parishioner 
Newber, Anne            Parishioner 
Phillips, Tommy Parishioner 
Philpott, Ben Parishioner 
Powell, Cinnie Rick Mack’s sister 
Senter, Dorlis Robin Senter’s mother 
Sheets, Suzy          Parishioner 
Thomas, Elrene Parishioner 
Wagner, Mike Parishioner 
Younts, Marty     Parishioner 

Zachary Griffith Smith   ����   February 4, 1974—January 23, 2000 
The Following is from a sermon preached by Wilson Carter on May 7, 2000, at St. Ambrose Church, Raleigh, NC, entitled 
“Resurrection—The Straight Story”: 
 

...I want to wrap up this sermon by sharing with you a letter I received only two days ago.  The letter is from Dan Smith, a close 

friend of mine.  When Dan’s youngest son, Zack, was born twenty-five years ago I was asked to be his godfather.  In January of this 

year, Zack and his fiancé were killed in a house fire in Lexington.  I preached the sermon at his funeral.  A year or two ago, Zack had 

come into his father’s real estate business; and at the time of his death the father and son were enjoying a close, day-to-day 

relationship.  Strangely, Dan appears to have received an intuitive foreknowledge of Zack’s death, to which he refers in his letter.  

The letter possibly represents the clearest description I have ever read of an encounter with resurrection in our day and time.  I have 

not been able to reach Dan to ask if I might share this letter with you; but, knowing him and his generous spirit, I am certain he will 

not mind.  Dan writes: 
 

Dear Wilson and Janie, 
 How can I ever thank you enough for your support during our ordeal?  I have just read, once more, your sermon 
and am very comforted by your thoughts.  Many times each day, I am in contact with Zack.  I speak to him during the 
evening, looking over our lake, and he answers.  We laugh together at times, and at each other on different occasions.  
He is with me in [the] early morning waiting for the sun to rise. 
 Zack and I both know that no word of love between us was left unsaid, no embrace ungiven, no time unspent; 
and it is so, even now. 
 I grieved for Zack many times before he died; driving to work, I would break down thinking of him; in our men’s 
group, I did the same thing just a few months before his death. 
 Zack and I are kindred spirits and will remain so forever and ever. 
 I am reminded of your sermon, your promise: “[the] joyful expectations of eternal life with those we love.”  Zack 
and I are there, and I feel we always have been. 
 With loving thanks, Dan 
 

If my sermon has seemed to you in any way ponderous, remote or unclear before I read this letter, I am certain these few sentences 

from my dear friend have more than compensated for my deficiencies. 

The Liturgy & Worship Commission will be meeting The Liturgy & Worship Commission will be meeting The Liturgy & Worship Commission will be meeting The Liturgy & Worship Commission will be meeting     
Thursday, January 14, 2010, at 7:00 in the Commons RoomThursday, January 14, 2010, at 7:00 in the Commons RoomThursday, January 14, 2010, at 7:00 in the Commons RoomThursday, January 14, 2010, at 7:00 in the Commons Room 

Members of the congregation are invited to attend these meetings as a  

Voice from the PewVoice from the PewVoice from the PewVoice from the Pew 
 The task of this Commission is to provide congregational input regarding worship, and to collaborate with the clergy in 

planning upcoming services. Regular members include a representative from Altar Guild, Acolytes, and Choir,  
along with Joan, Tom, and Bonnie.   

 

Have you ever wondered why we do what we do?   Have you had ideas for possible worship services?  This is your 
opportunity to see how the upcoming worship services are planned for both Sunday and special events  

and to add your input. 
 

Services to be discussed are the Sundays in Lent as well as Holy Week 
 

If you are interested in attending this meeting please contact the church office, 249-7211. 



Grace Episcopal Church 
419 S. Main Street 
Lexington, NC  27292-3234 
 

336.249.7211 
gracechurch@lexcominc.net 
www.gracechurchlexington.org 

 Jan 3 12:00 pm  New Vestry Meeting in the UC following 11:00 service  
 Jan 6 7:00 pm  Epiphany Service, 6:00 pm dinner in the UC 
 Jan 9 9:00 am  Vestry Retreat in the UC 
 Jan 10 12:00 pm  Youth Confirmation Classes begin in the CR following 11:00 service 
 Jan 11 Arts Academy Classes begin 
 Jan 11 5:00 pm  Social Concerns Meeting in the CR 
 Jan 13 6:30 pm  Wardens Meeting in the CR 
 Jan 17 Faith & Arts Committee Meeting in the Church following 11:00 service 
 Jan 18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday—Church Office Closed 
 Jan 20 5:30 pm  Parish Life Meeting in the CR 
 Jan 21 7:00 pm  Vestry Meeting 

 Jan 26, 28 3:30-5:30  G.R.A.C.E. Girls meet in the UC 
 

Contemplative Prayer – every Tuesday noon – 1:00 pm in the Chapel  
Bible Workbench Bible Study – Meets every Wednesday 1:00 pm in CR 
Midweek Healing Service – every Wednesday at 12:10 pm in the Chapel  
Choir Practice—every Wednesday at 7:15 pm in the Choir Room 

Outside Groups Using Facilities: 
Jan 5  5:30 pm 
Habitat for Humanity - UC 
 
Jan 7  7:00 pm   
Democratic Women of DC - CR 
 
Jan 13  10:30 am 
GLAMA - CR 
 
Al-Anon  
every Thursday at 8:00 pm - UC 

Ever wondered what all of those committees in our church actually do?  Have you been enjoying the 
fun, food, and fellowship on Wednesday nights during Advent?  If you answered "Yes" or even "Maybe??" to either one 
of those questions, you are in luck!!  Starting in March, we will be having a regular meal on the last Wednesday of each 
month.  At these meals, we will again enjoy fun, food, and fellowship while learning more about what is going on 
throughout the church.  Each month a different committee, commission, or group will host the dinner (and let you know 
what to bring, if anything).  They will provide some sort of entertainment, information, or activity to let you know what 
they have been doing.  If you are a member of one of these committees, look for more information to come in January so 
that you can plan your evening.  We will have an Epiphany dinner in January and Shrove Tuesday in February and then we 
will meet monthly for the rest of the year starting in March.  There will be plenty of information to come in the Grace 
Vine and Grace Notes to let you know more as we get closer. 
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