Grace Episcopal Church
Lexington, North Carolina

January 2010
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Epiphany Service
and Supper

Wednesday,
January 6, 2010
6:00 Supper
7:00 Service

The Annual Feast of Lights or

Soup
Supper

A variety of soups, brought gifts of gold, frankincense
cornbread and dessert
will be served.
(Including vegetarian) Jesus.

Epiphany service commemorates

the arival of the Wise Men. They

and myrrh fo honor the Christ child

The service concludes with lighting

lindividual candles, depicting
L symbolically the spread of the light
|of Christ from the small Jesus

community inte all the world.

|come and experience this
lwonderful tradition at Grace

Church. 7:00 pm in the Church.
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Fellowship Dinner Groups will be changed at this time.  If you
would like to participate and can not be present - please call
the church office to have your name added - 249-7211.
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...l want to wrap up this sermon by sharing with you a letter | received only two days ago. The letter is from Dan Smith, a close
friend of mine. When Dan’s youngest son, Zack, was born twenty-five years ago | was asked to be his godfather. In January of this
year, Zack and his fiancé were killed in a house fire in Lexington. | preached the sermon at his funeral. A year or two ago, Zack had
come into his father’s real estate business; and at the time of his death the father and son were enjoying a close, day-to-day
relationship. Strangely, Dan appears to have received an intuitive foreknowledge of Zack’s death, to which he refers in his letter.
The letter possibly represents the clearest description | have ever read of an encounter with resurrection in our day and time. | have
not been able to reach Dan to ask if | might share this letter with you, but, knowing him and his generous spirit, | am certain he will
not mind. Dan writes:

Dear Wilson and Janie,

How can | ever thank you enough for your support during our ordeal? | have just read, once more, your sermon
and am very comforted by your thoughts. Many times each day, | am in contact with Zack. | speak to him during the
evening, looking over our lake, and he answers. We laugh together at times, and at each other on different occasions.
He is with me in [the] early morning waiting for the sun to rise.

Zack and | both know that no word of love between us was left unsaid, no embrace ungiven, no time unspent;
and it is so, even now.

| grieved for Zack many times before he died; driving to work, | would break down thinking of him; in our men’s
group, | did the same thing just a few months before his death.

Zack and | are kindred spirits and will remain so forever and ever.

| am reminded of your sermon, your promise: “[the] joyful expectations of eternal life with those we love.” Zack
and | are there, and | feel we always have been.

With loving thanks, Dan

If my sermon has seemed to you in any way ponderous, remote or unclear before | read this letter, | am certain these few sentences
from my dear friend have more than compensated for my deficiencies.

From the Vestry Person of the Month

The Liturgy & Worship Commission will be meeting
Thursday, January 14, 2010, at 7:00 in the Commons Room

Members of the congregation are invited to attend these meetings as a
Voice from the Pew
The task of this Commission is to provide congregational input regarding worship, and to collaborate with the clergy in
planning upcoming services. Regular members include a representative from Altar Guild, Acolytes, and Choir,
along with Joan, T om, and Bonnie.

Have you ever wondered why we do what we do? Have you had ideas for possible worship services? T his is your

opportunity to see how the upcoming worship services are planned for both Sunday and special events
and to add your input.

Services to be discussed are the Sundays in Lent as well as Holy Week

If you are interested in attending this meeting please contact the church office, 249-7211.
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Adkins, Mark Parishioner Hodgin, Sue Parishioner Moser, Rebecca Parishioner
Beeker, Boyd Parishioner Kepley-Lee, Becky  Friend Newber, Anne Parishioner
Beeker, Jo Parishioner Leonard, Frances Friend Phillips, Tommy Parishioner
Blackwell, Madeline Jane Blackwell's daughter  Linder, Larry Parishioner Philpott, Ben Parishioner
Bowser, Nancy Jane Bowser's mother Logan, James Nancy Mack’s father Powell, Cinnie Rick Mack’s sister
Briggs, Gerald Friend Long, David Jeff Kaley's stepfather Senter, Dorlis Robin Senter's mother
Brown, Baylee Parishioner Long, Suzanne Jeff Kaley's mother Sheets, Suzy Parishioner
Clodfelter, Joan Parishioner Lund, Cavelle Parishioner Thomas, Elrene Parishioner
Cook, Luke Bob & Sandy’s grandson Mack, Lynn Parishioner Wagner, Mike Parishioner
Dressler, Chris Parishioner Marsh, Polly Jane Grimes’ mother Younts, Marty Parishioner
Hampton, Vaunice ~ Myra Spilman’s sister May, Carol Parishioner
Hodges, Chris Parishioner McCarthy, Jennings  Pam Daniel’s daughter
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